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Nurses' Training School of the

Presbyterian Hospital in New
York, and now in service at the

Presbyterian Hospital of San

Juan, Puerto Rico, under the

Board of National Missions. She

was appointed to the Western

India Mission. Miss Matilda

Irene Smith, now a student at

Kennedy School of Missions, has

served for some months on the

staff of Brooklyn Cottage Hos-

pital, Dixon, N. Mex., under the

Board of National Missions, after

receiving her training at Trinity

University, Texas, and Scott and

White School of Nursing. She

will go to the American Hospital

in Guatemala City. Dr. Elizabeth

Rosenberg took her medical work

at University of Heidelberg, and

was on the staff of hospitals in

Stuttgart and Belgrade until 1936.

She then went to India and has

been on the staff of Women's
Christian Medical College, Lud-

hiana. Missionaries at Fatehgarh

who know her have asked for her

appointment to the staff of the

Presbyterian Hospital in that city,

where a woman physician is

greatly needed. Dr. Rosenberg

was born in Poland. Her par-

ents have been missionaries to the

Jews in Russia, Germany, and

Poland.

+

S. A. Moffett, D.D., honorably

retired missionary from the

Chosen Mission, died Oct. 24, in

Monrovia, Calif.

Born in Madison, Ind., Jan. 25,

1864, Samuel Austin Moffett grad-

uated from Hanover College in

1884, and from McCormick Theo-

logical Seminary in 1888. In

1889 he was appointed a mission-

ary to the newly opened field of

Korea, where he served for 46

years. Ten years after reaching

this land he married Mary Alice

Fish, M.D., who died in 1912.

They had two sons. He was pres-

ident of Pyengyang Union Chris-

tian College and of the Theolog-

ical Seminary, which for several

years had the largest enrollment

of any divinity college of the Pres-

byterian denomination in the

world. When a separate National

Presbyterian Church of Korea was

established, he was elected the

first moderator. In 1915 he mar-

ried Miss Lucia H. Fish, of Oak-

land, Calif. Their three sons were

born in Korea.

He was decorated “for distin-

guished service in the cause of

education in Korea” in 1925, and

received the gold medal from the

Imperial Education Association in

1935. The plan and system of

Christian propaganda exemplified

by the Korean Mission, of whose

executive committee Dr. Moffett

was chairman from its organiza-

tion until 1933, became famous in

mission annuals. Self-support of

the churches and every recruit a

recruiter in the congregations of

believers became the motto

throughout the land.

In 1936 Dr. Moffett returned

9
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to America. He is survived by

his widow and five sons.

+

Growing Stronger. Latest

statistics available show that in 45
four-year colleges affiliated with

the Presbyterian Church through

the Board of Christian Education,

there was an increase in the 1938-

1939 enrollment of 3.5 per cent

over the previous year. For the

same period, four Presbyterian

junior colleges grew 6.8 per cent.

+

African “IVar Gardens
Three weeks after the outbreak

of war in Europe, Mrs. G. W.
Thorne, of Elat, French Cam-
eroun, West Africa, wrote: “The

French Government has been very

kind, assuring us that they will

not interfere with any shipments

of hospital and other supplies

from America. The first two

weeks of war were a very anxious

time, but things seem almost

normal now. The Africans have

been frightened, and our hos-

pital work has fallen off, but they

are beginning to return now.

Looking forward to possibilities,

we have given all the hospital staff

time off to plant gardens. I sup-

pose more land is under cultiva-

tion here now than ever before.

Our radio works well, so we get

all the news—but what sad news

it is. This little lull in the hospital

work has given Dr. Thorne and

me more time for teaching. He

has been having a class on the

care of wounds, and I have had

one on our Bible and how we
got it. Also, I am working with

one of the medical boys at the

translation into Bulu of a book on
the care of babies.”

+

The General Council, at its

meeting in Chicago Oct. 24, ap-

proved a request from the Board

of Christian Education for a spe-

cial offering to be made some Sun-

day in the fall of 1940 for the

Sesquicentennial Fund, and heard

a report that the Fund was now
approximately $5,000,000, half

the amount sought before the

campaign closes Dec., 1940; sanc-

tioned a special appeal by the

Board of Foreign Missions for

$25,000 for hospital and emer-

gency needs in China; welcomed a

report from its special committee

on church building debts showing

that since 1937 the committee and

debt service bureau of the Board

of National Missions have aided

103 churches in reducing their in-

debtedness of $3,657,877 to $1,-

444,447, a reduction of 60.5 per

cent; approved a basic benevolence

budget of $8,000,000 for 1940-

1941; tentatively provided ar-

rangements for an interracial fel-

lowship service to be held at the

1940 General Assembly; provided

for the holding of a service in

memory of the late Dr. Herman
C. Weber, and for preparation of

memorial tributes to the late Dr.

IO





EZEKIEL

His Life and Times

Whereas Jeremiah was the prophet of the destruction of

Jerusalem, Ezekiel is the prophet of the captivity. Daniel also

prophesied during that period, but his ministry was not so intimate-

ly connected with the Israelites in exile as was Ezekiel's, of whom

it is said, "he sat where they sat."

Ezekiel grew up near Jerusalem during the ministry of the

prophet Jeremiah. He was carried captive from Judah with Jehoiachin

in the second deportation vl t 2), eight years after Daniel was taken

to Babylon. In the land of captivity he lived with the Jewish exiles

by the river Chebar. There he began to prophesy in the fifth year of

Jehoiachin' s captivity, which would correspond with the fifth year of

Zedekiah's reign in Jerusalem. This was, therefore, six or seven

years before the destruction of the temple in 586 B.C. He continued

his m.nistry for 22 years, to the twenty-seventh year of Jehoiachin'

s

captivity v2y»17).

In contrast to the wealth of personal references in Jeremiah's

propheoy , little is told us of the prophet Ezekiel. He was the son

of Buzi, a priest as well as a prophet ^1*3). Aside from this intro-

ductory statement no light is thrown on his personal life save in two

short passages. In the fourth chapter we catch a glimpse of the man-

ner of his life in the account of his repugnance at being asked to

eat unclean bread. Later, the twenty-fourth chapter gives the moving

record of the death of Ezekiel's wife as a sign to Judah.

From these few personal touches, and from the character of



- 2-

X.

of his prophecy, we can only conjecture that Ezekiel was well

named "The Strength of God". His habit of life must have been

strict and stern. His body and his emotions were controlled and

disciplined so thet he was able to obey God's command to lie on

his left and right sides for forty days each ^4i4 ff), and he was

also able to restrain his grief over the death of his wife, "the

desire of his eyes", that the meaning of the sign might not be

lost to Judah ^24:18).

His Prophecy

Impersonal though Ezekiel's prophecy was, it is undoubtedly

as strong and as lofty as the utterances of any of God* s chosen

mouthpieces. The purpose of his ministry was to confirm Jeremiah's

prophecies of sin and judgment, and to comfort the captives with

promise of full deliverance from exile. The book falls naturally

into four divisions

i

I. Prophecies delivered before the capture of Jerusalem

foretelling its overthrow for its sins. ^1-24)

II. Prophecies of judgment against the nations. ^ 25-32)

III. Prophecies delivered after the destruction of Jeru-

salem concerning the restoration. ^33-3s)

IV. Prophecy of the future temple. ^ 40-48)

It might be expected that prophecy as impersonal as Ezekiel's

would laok distinctiveness, but such is not the case. His prophecy

is characterized by the peculiar nature of his commission, his de-

velopment of Jeremiah's teaching concerning the New Covenant and

the Great Shepherd, his method of driving home the message of God

with his own symbolico-typical actions, and most distinctive of

all, his great visions of the glory of God and the temple.



Commission . Chapters 3 and 33 are outstanding for their

record of Ezekiel's prophetic commission. The character of this

commission of Ezekiel to the office of prophet is famous. "Son

of man", says Jehovah, "I have made thee a watchman." Then fol-

lows the familiar statement concerning the duty of the watchman

of the hordi Warn the wicked from his wicked way, or his blood

will be required at thy hands.

flew Covenant . The note of God's grace in the new coven-

ant, first sounded by Jeremiah in his 31st chapter, is repeated

in the 36th chapter of Ezekiel. Taking up the germinal idea of

Jeremiah, Ezekiel lays the emphasis on the renewed nature of the

people and the holiness of the kingdom as the essential character-

istics of Israel in her restoration.

The Great Shepherd . Three great shepherd chapters of

the Old Testament are rsalm 23, Jeremiah 23, and iSzekiel 34.

Ezekiel further developes Jeremiah's picture of Jehovah as the

shepherd gathering together the scattered flock of Israel with

the statement that Jehovah not only gathers the scattered flock,

but even sets out to seek for his lost sheep that he may bring

them back and bind up the broken.

Symbolico-typical Action . Just as Jeremiah made effect-

ive use of symbols to illustrate the point of his message, so

szekiel frequently acts out his own prophecy that the people may

see and understand. He not only gives the people spoken warning

of the fall of Jerusalem, but even builds a model of the siege

with tiles and pans *,4«1 ff) that the reality of this fateful
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prophecy may not be lost upon his hearers. At the same time he

portrays the length of the years of the people’s iniquity by ly-

ing on his side for a specified number of days ^4*4 ff)» and eats

unclean bread to warn of the nature of Israel's dispersion \4*;? ff )

.

Later, with graphic vividness he shaves his head and divides the

hair into three parts to indicate that a third of Israel will die

of fire in the siege, a third of the sword, and a third will be

scattered. Then he hides a few hairs in his skirt to promise re-

storation for a small remnant. ^5*1 ff) Again, as a sign of the

imminence and reality of the predicted siege of Jerusalem, he moves

out of his house, not through the door, but by digging a hole through

the wall v!2:l ff). I*1 the same chapter ^v. 17) he is told to eat

his bread and drink his water with fear as a sign of the desolation

that is to come upon Israel.

The greatest of all the symbolical signs in the book of

Ezekiel, however, is the sign of the death of his wife. Jehovah

takes from him "the desire of his eyes" as a forewarning of the

most precious thing in Jerusalem, the temple.

Visions. Ezekiel is a book of glorious visions. Strange

and inexplicable though the details of these marvelously vivid and

intricate portents may be, the essential message of the visions is

clearly related to the theme of the sanctuary, the dwelling place

of Jehovah, as this theme runs throughout Ezekiel's prophecy. The

visions of the glory of God in the first eleven chapters have

great significance when they are seen to be visions of the shekinah

glory of God, the glory of the presence of God in his temple, par-

ticularly as this vision of holy glory is contrasted with the vision
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of the abomination of the temple, the desecretion of the temple,

in the eighth chapter.

This theme of the glory of God and its relation to the

temple is the key to the book of Ezekiel. It is the dominant

theme of the whole prophecy, including as it does not only a

pronouncement of judgment for sin, and a promise of restoration,

but also a new revelation of the absolute holiness of God and

his utter hatred of sin.

In the first chapters, Ezekiel describes with matchless

imagery his vision of the exceeding beauty of the glcry of God.

Then, in contrast, is portrayed the desecration of the temple,

the dwelling place of this shekinah glory Throughout the

rest of the book Ezekiel sees in visions the successive stages

of the removal of the shekinah glory from the old and desecrated

sanctuary, and its final return in glory to the new temple.

First he beholds it move up from the cherub in the Holy

of Holies where it was to the threshold of the house ^y*3) His

next vision reveals its removal from the threshold to the door

at the east gate of the temple ^10|18,1»). From there the she-

kinah glory departs wholly from the temple, hovering for a while

over a mountain to the east of the city v 11*23) No more does

Jehovah dwell in his holy temple. Now that the shekinah glory

is gone, now that the presence of God is no longer in the sanc-

tuary, the time for its destruction is at hand. The Babylor.ians

can enter the city, and destroy the temple, for God has depart-

ed.

But Ezekiel does not close with this gloomy picture of
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God from his city and from his temple. In the last nine chapters

of his book, the prophet sees the return of the shekinah glory

to the new and greater temple through the same gate by which it

left. The glory of Jehovah fills the house. He hears a voice

within saying, "This is the place of my throne I will dwell

in the midst of the children of Israel forever." k 43* 7 )

This is the key to Israel's history. The chosen people

sin in the very presence of God. He departs from them. They are

judged. But God will return in glory to restore them.

Not so closely linked to the central message of Ezekiel

with its emphasis on the temple, is the famous vision of the valley

or ary bones in onapter 37. however, its message of the restoration

as a

of Israel. is central to all prophecy.

*
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'ENTARY WORK:

tt Although I have not been able to

" study every lesson by commentary,

"
I believe I have averaged an hour

” commentary work a lesion this last

six weeks, and half an hour a les-

son the previous six weeks, over

and above the regular study of the

lesson.
Pi.
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Samel H. Moffett
Bible 2:30

3 .

March 12

1. Savings of the Peo le

a. He is good. - John 7:11

b. He leadeth the multitudes astray. '* 1 ^

c! Thou has i devil. - 7:20
.

d. Is not this he whom the leaders seek to kill.

e. We know whence he is, but not' whence the Christ

cometh. 7:27
f. The Christ will not do more signs than this

one . - 7:31 _ .

,

tr This is a prophet:*, the Christ. - 7:---

h. Christ shall come from Bethlehem, not, Galilee.

7:42
i. We have not been in bondage, how can you make

us free? - 8:33

2. Sayings of the Leaders .

a. How knows this man letters, since he has not

learned. 7:15 .

b. Will he go to the Greeks, that we cannot find

c. Hath* the
?
rulers or the Pharisees believed on

d. (Nicodemus) The law judgeth not without a

hearing. - 7:51

e. Thy witness is not true. - r:lo

f. Will he kill himself that he says Whither I

go ye cannot come? - 8:22

g. . Thou art a Samaritan and hast a devil. - 8.48

h. Art thou greater than Abraham? - 8:53

3. Teachings about Believers

a. Believers, who will to do his will, know that

b. H^that^seeket^GodlS glory is altogether

c Bel ievers
S

shall receive the Spirit. - 7:39

d! If ye abide in my worft, ye are my disciples,

and are free, knowing the
R . 42

e If God were your father ye would love roe. 8.42

He that is of God believeth the words of God. At

g
* jf a man keep my word he shall never see death.

- 8:51



3. Teachings about Unbelievers
4 .

ut kwc v»*t' ite l»v€ $} GnJ ^iai.

a. Unbelievers judge after the flesh. - 8:15
b. Unbelievers shall die in their sins. - 8:24
c. A sinner is a bondservant of sin. - 8:34

*

d. Ye are of your father the Devil. - 8:44
e. 2-f yc Com* ^ ° 7:^7

4. Teachings about the Father

5.

a. The Father witnesses with me. 8:16
b. Ye cannot know the Father but through me. g.
o. He that sent me is with me. - 8:26
d. I speak what I hear from the Father. - 8:26
e. The Father is always with me.

He TUT He (jloYy is trd4 . 7V6
Teachings about the Holy Spirit .

a. The Spirit shill be given to believers. 7:39
b. The Spirit shall not be given until Jesus il

glorified. - 8:39

i

f
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6 igflcLi s c> fl owesf~ ~Dou btiers
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Mark 1:25
And in the morning, rising up a great while be

fore day, he went out, and departed into a solitary
place and there prayed.

Matt . 6 : P ,33.34
Be not ye therefore, like unto them: for

your father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask him.

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
hio righteousness; and all these things shall be add-
ed unto you.

Take therefore, no thought for the morrow:
for the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

15:12
For whosoever hath, to him shall be given,

and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath
not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath.

John 5:5.5
, Jesus answered and said unto him. Verily,
rverily, I say unto thee. Except a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God.
Jesus answered. Verily, verily, I say unto

thee, Except a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, he* cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

4: 15.14
Jesus answered and said unto her, Whoso-

ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again:

But whosoever drinketh of the wa ter that

I shall give him shall never thirst; but the w'ater

that I shall give him shall be in him a well of

water springii up into everlasting life.

5: 24
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that hear-

eth my wor$, and believe th on him that sent me, hath

eve lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation

but is passed from death unto life.
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